ADDICTION RECOVERY AWARENESS DAY AT THE CAPITOL
Recovery Café Discussions
Make your voice count! These discussion topics are an opportunity for you to provide feedback about what addiction recovery resources are working well and what could be improved in your local community. 

The four topics are: 

1. Long-term recovery resources that work: be specific, name outstanding organizations or agencies and the city/town.
2. Prevention programs that work: be specific, what type of programs work to reduce the incidence or prevalence of alcohol and other drug use.
3. Community recovery supports to avert people from the criminal justice system: what is needed, be specific.
4. Missing recovery partners - people or networks who should be invited as partners to expand the recovery-oriented systems of care in your community.
Please give us feedback on the 2012 Addiction Recovery Awareness Day event:
Thank You!

Addiction Recovery Messaging and Advocacy Brief
I. Hi Senator/Representative  ________________,

I am (your name) and I live in (city/location – to establish that you are a constituent). I am here today to discuss addiction recovery, and the resources Georgians need to initiate and sustain long-term recovery from alcohol and other drug abuse. As you are aware, addictive disease prevention and treatment services were cut recent years’ State budgets – more than any other disability or State service. Additionally, Georgia leads the nation in the number of adults under correctional supervision – 1 in 13, which is more than double the national average of 1 in 31.  The “Report of the Special Council on Criminal Justice Reform for Georgians” recommends expanding evidence-based treatment & programming options around the State and I support this as well.

II. People in Recovery:

I am a (person/family member of a person) in long-term recovery, which means that (I/my family member) have not used (insert alcohol or drugs or the name of the drugs that you used) for more than (insert the number of recovery years) years. I am committed to recovery because it has given me and my family new purpose and hope for the future, while helping me gain stable productivity in my life. I am now speaking out because long-term recovery has helped me change my life for the better, and I want to make it possible for others to do the same.
Recovery Allies: Family members, professional treatment/prevention service provider, other recovery collaborator (probation/parole officer, DFCS worker, etc.

I am a (recovery ally, treatment/prevention provider, etc.) with ___ years of experience seeing the success of (prevention/treatment) programs. I have experienced the miracle of recovery and I know that no one can do it alone. I am committed to recovery because it has given many people a new purpose, stable productivity and hope for the future. I am now speaking out because long-term recovery has helped change so many lives for the better, and I want to make it possible for others to do the same.
III. My message is one of hope: real people, sons and daughters, friends, neighbors and co-workers are in long-term recovery from addiction and their lives, and the lives of their families are better because of it. That is why it is so important to make recovery resources available for even more people to get the help that they need. Moreover, once people are in recovery, we need to remove the barriers that keep them from long-term recovery. I will contact you periodically during the session regarding legislation that influences Georgians’ ability to initiate and sustain recovery. Do you prefer to be contacted by phone or email? I also am available to serve you as a resource for promoting recovery and reducing the barriers, stigma, and discrimination that many people in recovery face.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of assistance as you weigh the pros and cons of particular bills. Here is a list of the issues that I will be following during the 2011 session (highlight one or two that you find important).

1. Increased funding for addiction prevention, treatment and recovery services, including the offset of federal cuts specific to women’s treatment services

2. Implementing the recommendations contained in the “Report of the Special Council on Criminal Justice Reform for Georgians” (November, 2011) by expanding access to evidence-based treatment and programming options in communities around the state and creating performance-incentive funded pilot projects
3. Alternative sentencing guidelines that encourage substance abuse treatment and create secure, community-based programs for prison releasees and probation/parole violators
4. Promoting recovery for people addressing their drug problems and not promoting discriminatory actions such as withholding unemployment, Medicaid or other social services benefits

Thank you for your service to our community and State. I look forward to additional conversations with you.
