2012 Addiction Recovery Awareness Day
Please support a Positive Legislative Agenda that includes:

· Increased funding for addiction prevention, treatment and recovery services, including the offset of federal cuts specific to women’s treatment services
· Implementing the recommendations contained in the “Report of the Special Council on Criminal Justice Reform for Georgians” (November, 2011) by expanding access to evidence-based treatment and programming options in communities around the state and creating performance-incentive funded pilot projects
· Alternative sentencing guidelines that encourage substance abuse treatment and create secure, community-based programs for prison releasees and probation/parole violators
· Promoting recovery for people addressing their drug problems and not promoting discriminatory actions such as withholding unemployment, Medicaid or other social services benefits
During this time of economic challenges, Georgians are asking for new, effective ways to address the scourge of addiction on families and individuals.  Now is the time to focus on the solution by supporting initiatives that: 1) promote prevention & early intervention; 2) increase opportunities and resources for treatment, and 3) support pro-recovery policies that increase the likelihood of sustained, long-term recovery.  As Georgia policy-makers and leaders make decisions that affect all of us, may they look around and see that RECOVERY IS HERE.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
2012 Addiction Recovery Awareness Day Sponsors:

[image: image1.jpg]RECOVERY CENTERS

N
GACGA

Georgia Addiction Counselors Assogiation

AVGUSTA

STEPPINGSTONES
70 RECOVERY (:[\}{I}J(ﬂogtﬂRI(S,IIQ(}

77I]-EEZ-I]§4H
GACSB G+*A+R*R

Georgia

GEORGIA ASSOCIATION OF . Georgid council
Association RECOVERY RESIDENCES on
Of Community Committed to Setting the Standards for Quality s u bs*a n Ce
Service Boards Recovery Residence Services in Georgia Ab use
ﬁ, Southeast
e
-—
ENFIELD k
[CHRISTIANHOMES]]|
Addiction Ministr Y

[ 4
ATTC
P

Representative
Jay Neal




January 9, 2012

To Members of the General Assembly:

Please plan to join us at the State Capitol for the 2012 Addiction Recovery Awareness Day on Monday, January 9th at 11:15 a.m.  This event is jointly organized by a collaborative network of addiction treatment and recovery professionals and advocates including the:

· Georgia Addiction Counselors Association (GACA), 

· Georgia Association of Recovery Residences (GARR)

· Georgia Council on Substance Abuse (GCSA)

· The Georgia Association of Community Service Boards (GACSB)
· Alcohol and Drug Abuse Certification of Georgia (ADACB/GA)

This collaborative is a representative network of addiction treatment and recovery professionals and advocates.  The purpose of this day is to support people in recovery, their families and allies and treatment professionals and to bring attention to the needs of the State of Georgia relative to addiction prevention, treatment, and recovery services.  

One out of thirteen adult Georgians are under some type of correction supervision.  We lead the nation!  In addition to the cost of incarceration and correctional supervision, other significant consequences related to substance abuse in this State include the high price associated with health care needs and worker productivity losses.  In the midst of a difficult economic situation, we envision a state legislature that supports policies that not only better manage correctional populations and budgets, but that also embed smart, evidence-based policies that enhance the addiction treatment workforce, support long-term recovery and increase the viability of the recovery communities throughout Georgia.  
You and your staff are invited to breakfast  at Central Presbyterian Church from 7:45 – 8:30 (seating 1) or 9:00 – 9:45 (seating 2). You will have an opportunity to participate in “Café Discussions”, a small group networking opportunity, to talk about how to best support long-term recovery from addiction.  The highlight of the day will be the Recovery Rally beginning immediately after the Opening Session (approximately 11:15 a.m.) on the 2nd Floor West Wing Steps. House Speaker Ralston, Parole Board Chairman James Donald, Recovery Advocate Ashley Smith Robinson and Superior Court Judge Jason Deal will kick off what promises to be a great celebration of recovery!  

Your presence and support will underscore the importance of recognizing not only the profound devastation caused by addiction but also highlight the fact that addiction can be successfully prevented and successfully treated.  Join us to see living examples of the many people who live in recovery every day.  TREATMENT WORKS……RECOVERY HAPPENS!
Thank you for your attention to this matter and for your on-going support for the well-being of the citizens of this great State.  And please remember:
Over 20 million Americans, including thousands of Georgians, are in long-term recovery.

We’re spreading HOPE because RECOVERY HAPPENS!
